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Part Il - Landings at 25 - Encore

This series was first run in the 2005-6 Landings Eagle.
It has been moderately updated. By Irwin Starr

i

A few year’s after the death
of Honore and his wife Grace
Brown Palmer the homestead
went into a family trust. The
trust included an unwieldy 37
heirs. Many had tried to buy
the property over the years but
apparently lack of consensus by
the heirs stalled any action.

In the late seventies real estate
brokers were hearing the Trust
was ready to move on the Palmer
homestead property. Developers
C &M Associates, “M” for Robert
Morris and “C” for his longtime
development partner Jaime
Carrion, decided they wanted
the property. Knowing there
would be great competition for
this prime land, near the water,
near the city itself and a place
of natural beauty, they made
a risky decision. They would
offer a very strong contract with
no contingencies to let them off
the hook and approximately four
million dollars cash, payable in
thirty days.

They won the property and
Immokalee (a name they were
originally intending to keep)
was on its way to becoming
one of the most desirable gated
communities in Sarasota, The
Landings. ;

Bob Morris is a developer
known for maintaining as much
of the natural surroundings
as possible. He first develops
the vision. He describes that
process with an anecdote about
development of the Siesta Dunes
project on Siesta Key. The puzzle
was how to handle the dunes.
Flattening them would go
counter to all he's sought to bring
to developments. He and his
toddler son Rob - now known as
Robert A. Morris 11T, and manager
of much of the construction
activity at Phillippi Landings
when it was under development
- were building sand castles
on the Siesta beach, Well, Rob
was building sandcastles while
Dad was playing with sand
representations for the new
Siesta Dunes development. His
sand models resulted in the

saving the natural landscape and
providing a unique setting.

He entered his newly acquired
Immokalee seeking the vision
to take best advantage of the
spectacular setting.

The first call was easy.
Maintain the entry way and the
primary road back to the original
homestead. That road became
Peregrine Point Drive with its
canopy trees and the intricate
Banyans. He also decided it
was necessary to develop traffic
islands on various Landings
roads to take advantage of
existing greenery.

Bz S

.

The Eagle asked Landings
developer, Robert Morris who
had come up with the idea of

streets named after birds.

He couldn’t remember.
When reminded Kestrel was
spelled incorrectly, as Kestral,
he was relieved he'd
forgotten!

Then he came upon two
unexpected obstacles. The
prehistoric middens - essentially
junk piles of early Indian residents
and wanderers - and an eagle’s
nest. Morris says he “looked
on these as assets, something to
set his development apart from
others.”

At the time there were few
regulations regarding disturbing
such sites. But Morris, wanting
to maintain the environment
and insure no objections to
the development, sought out
professional opinions on both the
middens and the eagle’s nest.

Morris says the information
“was exciting, letting me create
something special.”

structures over them on short
stilts, retaining their contours,
rather than leveling or digging
broad foundations.

The eagle was trickier.
Consulting the Audubon Society
he learned 300 feetin all directions
provides adequate protection of
the eagle’s environment. He
learned eagles are fishers and
need a direct route to water.

The result is the 600 foot
diameter, 7.4 acre Eagle’s Area,
as it is referred to in the original
covenants. But it also had an
influence on the placement, and
roof color of the Treehouses with
their lush foliage, providing
a fairly natural setting for the
eagle’s path from the nest to the
bay.

Unfortunately the eagles are
long gone with one brief nest
building episode in 2008 - butno
actual nesting or breeding. There
have been visits since but no
further nest activities. The visits
are evidenced by photos in The
Eagle over the last several years.

Morris was asked if the eagles
nest language in the covenants
contained any specific intent
from his point of view. He
recalled none other than language
designed to protect the existing
nest.

Those two decisions in place,
Morris proceeded to build
much of the perimeter wall
and the guard gate. He wanted
to develop an atmosphere of
privacy. In fact, originally
prospective purchasers had to
make appointments to see the
development. The sales offices
were deep within The Landings
to insure prospects would see the
environment prior to seeing the
models.

After laying out the road
plan Treehouse construction
began. He went on to develop
both Carriage House I and II, the
Portside Villas and The Landings
Racquet Club. (Many are not
aware, some of the property in
the LRC area was not part of the
original Palmer land purchase
and was added later.)
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